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This bird varies enormously in size, some being over' a
foot and a half long, and looting as nearly as big as Cur-
lews ; the hens are the biggest as a rule. The closed wing
ranges from seven and a half to over nine inches, and the
bill from barely three to nearly five, while there may be a
difference of over an inch in the length of the shank.

This is common bird in India in winter, and to a great
extent a grain-eater ; it is often in large flocks, and is splen-
did eating, even better than a Snipe, according to Hume.
It is therefore well worthy the attention of sportsmen. In
summer it is found all across the Old World. Dr. Blan-
f ord states that it is commonly sold in the Calcutta Bazaar
as Woodcock, but this name was never given it in my
time.

The Bar-tailed Qodwit.

Limosa lapponica, BLANFORD, Faun. Brit. Ind.,
Birds, Vol. IV, p. 256.

This is very similar in general style to the last bird, but
is not so large as a rule, the bill measuring three inches
and the wing eight in males, though hens are larger; the
plumage, moreover, will distinguish it at once, being dark-
streaked on the drab portions, with the tail transversely
barred white and brown ; in summer it is largely reddish,
as in the other species.

This is an uncommon bird with us, having only been
found in Kurrachee Harbour so far ; it is a western species,
breeding in Europe and North-West Asia, and going south
in winter. At Kurrachee it is common. This bird has a
nearly white rump, but there is a dark-rumped kind, which
may be distinct, found further east, of which a specimen
has been got at Singapore. The Bar-tailed God wit is a
coast bird, and Mr. Hume found it to be poor eating.